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To the LOUNGER. 
SIR, 


Have obferved, that the greateft part of your correfpondents have 

given you a detail of grievances and complaints. In difclofing 
their misfortunes they have no doubt conveyed to your readers fome 
ufeful leilons, for avoiding thofe errors of conduct which in general 
have been the caufe of them: but the picture of happinefs may often 
prove as inftructive as that of calamity or diftrefs; and in that view, 
while I gratify my own feelings by the following narrative, | flatter 
myfelf it may not be unprofitable to others. 

My father, Sir, inherited an eftate in one of the northern counties 
of this kingdom, a property once confiderable, and which had been 
in his family for fome generations; but which, during his life and 
that of my grandfather, had, from a certain eafinefs of temper bor- 
dering upon improv idence, and their humane endeavours to aflift their 
needy relations, been fo greatly reduced, that at my father’s death it 
was necellary to bring the eftate to fale for the payment of his debts. 
A trifling reverfion remained for the fupport of my mother, myfelf, 
and an only fifter; and with this flender provifion we betook ourfelves 
to a {mall farm-houfe, which my mother rented from the new pof- 
feflor of our paternal lands. Here, by her uncommon induftry, and 
the exertions of a {pirit fuperior to her misfortunes, fhe maintained her 
little houfehold decently and refpectably, while fhe gained the efteem 
and admiration of the whole neighbourhood. My fifter, who was 
fome years younger than myfelf, was accultomed almoft from in- 
fancy to bear her part in the management of the family. My mother 
had taught us reading, writing, and the firft rudiments of arithmetic ; 
and the clergyman of the parifh was at pains to inftrucét me in the 
elements of ‘the Greek and Latin languages, of which, in a few years, 
I obtained a competent knowledge. This worthy man, whofe name 
was Johnjon, had been the friend and companion of my father from 
their earlieft infancy, and thus confidered himfelf as bound by duty 
to be a guardian and parent to his children, He had himfelf an only 
daughter, of equal age with my fifter, and whom, in thofe days of 
childhood and innocence, | regarded alike, with the affection of a bro- 
ther. But on this firft period of my life, though the recolleétion is 
delightful, 1 forbear to enlarge. 

1 had now attained my fifteenth year, and it became neceflary to 
think of fome profeflion by which I might make my way in the world, 
My inclination led me to the ftudy of medicine, which | had profe- 
cuted for fome time with great afliduity, when a near relation of my 
mother’s, who warmly interefted himfelf in our welfare, procured for 
me the commiflion of a furgeon’s mate on board an Indiaman. The 
fhip to which I belonged was to fail within a fortnight after I received 
intelligence of my appointment. My mother prepared for me a ftock 
of linens, and other neceflaries, to which fhe added a purfe with fif- 
teen guineas. The worthy Mr Johnfon gave me a pocket-bible, with 
his blefling. My fifter, and his daughter Emmy, gave me their tears; 
for that was all they had to beltow: but from the tears of the latter I 
felt an emotion of tendernefs beyond what even the affection of a bro- 
ther could produce, I had unconfcioufly nourifhed an attachment of 

X x which 






} 
| 
i 

















( 


which this parting firft taught me the force, but which at the fame 
time it obliged me to ftifle and conceal. 

After a voyage of fix months, our fhip arrived in the Ganges, Du- 
ring my ftay at Calcutta, I was fortunate enough to recommend my- 
felf to a countryman of my own, then high in the council; by whofe 
intereft, with my captain’s leave, | obtained an appointment of fur- 
geon to a {mall fettlement of the Company’s, which bordered on the 
territory of the Nabob of Various, Sir, are the methods of 
acquiring wealth in India, Of thefe the obvious and apparent are fo 
well known, that they need not be mentioned: the more myfterious 
courfes to affluence, as | never was folicitous myfelf to unravel, fo I 
am not well qualified to explain, It is enough for me to fay, that 
with a good confcience, and during a twelve years exercife of a pro- 
feflion ferviceable to my fellow creatures, I acquired what to me ap- 
peared a competency. In fhort, Sir, being now poflefled of a fortune 
of L. 25,000, I began to think of returning to my native country. | 
had from time to time, during the laft years of my ftay in India, re- 
mitted fuch fums to my mother as I judged might enable her to ex- 
change her toilfome and parfimonious mode of life for eafe and com- 
fort; but fhe wrote to me, that induftry was now become familiar, 
and even agreeable, that fhe could not relifh the bread of idlenefs, 
and that it was fufficient happinefs for her and for my fifter to be af- 
fured of my health and profperity. By the laft opportunity that pre- 
ceded my leaving India, f had acquainted my mother of my intention 
of returning home in the following fpring. This intention [ put in 
execution; and bringing with me the beft part of my fortune, landed 
in fafety on the coaft of Britain, after an abfence of thirteen years and 
a half. 

A few days travelling brought me once more to the {pot of my na- 
tivity. I ftopped in the afternoon within a few miles of the place, 
and wrote the following billet, 

* Jack Truman fends the bearer, his fervant, to acquaint his 
* deareft mother and fifter, that he is within a day’s journey of 
“ Brookland farm, and propofes, by God’s blefling, to be with them 

” 

to-morrow mor ning. 

This note was meant to give them time to prepare for our meeting ; ; 
“but I had not patience to wait my man’s return, and fet out a few 
minutes after him, I need not defcribe the emotions I felt at fight of 
my native fields, the recollection of which, diftance of place and length 
of time had rather endeared than impaired. I had little leifyre to in- 
dulge the remembrance: my mother and fifter, equally impatient 
with myfelf, had come out to watch the road by which I was to arrive, 
Our meeting was fuch as might be expected from affection heightened 
by the anxieties of abfence; our joy, fuch as profperity can give to 
thofe to whom profperity has not always been known, to thofe whom 
profperity enables to make others happy. 

You will eafily figure, Sir, thofe topics which after fo long an ab- 
fence would naturally be the fubjeét of our converfation. One of the 
firft inquiries | made was about the worthy Mr Johnfon and his a- 
miable daughter. My mother informed me that this good man was 
then in the laft {lage of a painful difeafe, under which he had lan- 

guilhed above three years, and which his conftitution could not thus 
long have refifted but for the tender care and dutiful attention of his 
daughter Kimmy; that this affectionate child had, as was thought 
from that motive alone, rejected feveral advantageous offers of mar- 
riage. ‘To this my fitter added, that fhe was one of the lovelieft and 
moft accomplithed of women, 

On my way tothe farm, I had remarked the ruinous appearance 
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of the manfion-houfe, which had been the feat of my forefathers. My 
mother informed me, that the gentleman who purchafed the eftate 
from our family had been fome years dead; and that his fon, by a 
courfe of extravagance, had fo embarraffed his fortune, that it was 
thought he would foon be obliged to fell the greateft part of his 
landed property. An opportunity thus prefenting itfelf of recovering 
my paternal eftate, I determined to offer immediately to become the 
purchafer; and flattered myfelf with the profpect (I hope it was an 
honeft pride) of re-eftablifhing our ancient family in the domain of 
their anceflors. 

The firft vifit I paid to Mr Johnfon led me to form fchemes of a 
nature yet more delightful to my imagination. Long abtence, and 
the bufile of an aétive life, had lulled afleep without extinguithing 
that affection with which his lovely daughter had infpired me in my 
early years. The fight of the beautiful Emma revived that paflion in 
its utmolt force, and convinced me that fhe was the arbitrefs of my 
future happinefs or mifery, I thought I perceived in the tender con- 
fufion, the diffidence and modefty of her demeanor, and in the fim- 
plicity of a heart untaught to difguife its emotions, that I was far 
from being indifferent to her; nor was I deceived in this flattering 
idea. Her father’s diflolution was faft approaching. He furvived my 
return but a few months; and the laft a@t of his public duty was the 
union of our hands, 

Five years have elapfed fince that event; and I hope, Sir, you will 
not think my narrative tedious, if I give a fhort {ketch of the manner 
in which | have pafled that happy period. 

The tranfaction for the purchafe of our eftate was attended with 
very little difficulty; and the reftoration of the family to its ancient 
territories was celebrated by all the tenants and cottagers with high 
feftivity, and every mark of heart-felt fatisfaction. 1 began imme- 
diately to repair the defolated manfion-houfe; and having myfelf fome 
tafte in architecture, contrived to render it a moft commodious habi- 
tation, without injuring the antiquity of its appearance, which I ve- 
nerated, The apartments were repaired in the modern fafhion; and 
the elegance of my Emma’s tafte difplayed itfelf in their furniture 
and decorations. In a few particulars I indulged perhaps a little ca- 
price. The wide-extended chimney of the hall, which its late pro- 
prietor had contracted to the modern fcale, and decorated with Dutch 
porcelaine, I enlarged once more to its original dimenfions, It was a 
venerablg monument of ancient hofpitality, My grandfather's oaken 
chair was found mouldering in a garret,—It was reftored to its place. 
—The top of a fquare tower | fitted up into a library, lighted by a 
large Gothic window with leaden cafements; from whence by day I 
command a beautiful landfcape of the country, and by night can ex- 
plore the heavens with my telefcope; and here, in my favourite ftu- 
dies of philofophy, general phyfics, and claflical literature, of which 
I have a pretty numerous collection of the beft authors, I pafs many 
delightful hours. In another part of the building | have a {mall la- 
boratory for chymical experiments, and the compofition of medicines, 
Thofe refearches to which I was formerly led by my profeflion, ftill 
furnith me with an amufing, and even an ufeful employment; for, 
while Providence blefles me with health, I will always be the poor 
man’s phyfician. 

As I am rather unwilling to occupy myfelf with practical hufband- 
ry, a fcience which without a peculiar bent and inclination I have 
always thought was not rafhly to be engaged in, | limit my ruftic 
employments to planting and gardening. The fields which furround 
my houfe owe their principal beauties to nature. The — ancl 
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barren fpots I have covered with wood, which in a few years will 
afford both beauty and fhelter. Aflifted by my Emma’s judgement, 
I have laid out a large garden, which promifes foon to furnifh me 
with a profufion of the moft delicate fruits, A fine trouting ftream 
wathes its border. My hills pafture my mutton, and fupply my 
game; of which the firft is excellent, and the laft is plentiful. 

Soon after our eftablifhment at the manfion-houfe, my mother 
and fifter quitted their habitation, and became members of our fami- 
ly. The farm, which had become a very profitable fubject, has been 
transferred to an old domeftic, who had remained attached to the 
family in all the changes of its fortune, and who merited that 
reward of his fervices “and fidelity. My mother, whofe active 
mind would languith, if deprived of an obje&t of exertion, has now 
found another occupation not lefs fuited to her tafte, and yet more 
pleafing in its nature. My Emma has brought me three children ; 
two charming girls and a {tout healthy boy, Thefe fhe has fuckled 
herfelf, a part of the duty of a mother which the finds too agreeable 
to be relinquifhed to a hireling. The two eldeft are now in charge 
to their grandmother, who has undertaken for them the fame office 
fhe performed to myfelf; and in this the good woman flatters hertfelf 
with a renewal of her years. My. fifter was wont for fome time to 
fhare in the fame occupation; but I don’t know how, her difpofition 
feems a good deal changed of late. In place of her work the has ta- 
ken to reading poetry; and borrows a good deal of time from 
her cares of the dairy, to beftow it on her books and her toilet. It is 
true, my neighbour Hearty’s fon Tom is a fcholar, and when he comes 
here with his family (and they are very frequent vifitors of ours), my 
fitter and he feem very folicitous to pleafe each other; a circumftance 
Tam not at all forry to obferve. Tom is a very worthy young man, 
and my fifter an excellent girl: She has one quality to which Tom is 
a ftranger; I have taken care that fhe fhall be intitled to L.1500 on 
the day of her marriage. 

Such, Mr Lounger, is my manner of life; and as I perceive from 
fome of your late papers, that you can contrive to pafs a few weeks 
in the country, without difcontinuing to amufe the town, if you will 
do me the honour of a vifit, | promife you the beft bed in my houfe, 
- a bottle of my beft wine, and the beft welcome I can give, lam, 
Sir, yours, &c. 


JOHN TRUMAN. 
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I am aware that people are apt to be faftidious in the perufal of 
tales of happinefs; but feeling an intereft in the good family whofe 
{tory is told in the foregoing letter, 1 have ventured to infert it, fimple 
as itis, and not perhaps leading to any important conclufion. One 
leffen, however, it may ferve to inculcate, that moderation in point 
of wealth is productive of the greateft comfort and the pureft felicity. 
Had Mr Truman returned from India with the enormous fortune of 
fome other Afiatic adventurers, he would probably have been much 
lefs happy than he is, even without confidering the means by which 
it is poflible fuch a fortune might have been acquired. In the pof- 
fetlion of fuch overgrown wealth, however attained, there is gene- 
rally more oftentation than pleafure; more pride than enjoyment: I 
can but guefs at the feelings which accompany it, when reaped from 
defolated provinces, when covered with the blood of flaughtered my- 
riads, 
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